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“God’s Testimonies, i.e., His Word and Sacraments, Create His Holy Temple, i.e., the Holy Christian Church.” 

Thy testimonies are very sure:  holiness becometh Thine house, O LORD, forever.

Psalm 93:5.
 

Introduction.


What are God’s Testimonies?  God’s Testimonies are His Word and Sacraments.
  God’s Word and Sacraments are His Testimonies because therein God speaks to men how He feels about fallen sinful men.  God tells all men that He freely forgives all sins for Christ’s Sake.  


Because God’s Word and Sacraments testify that God freely forgives all sins for Christ’s Sake, God’s Word and Sacraments are very sure, for they, thereby, are the Power of God unto Salvation through the Forgiveness of all sins for Christ’s Sake.  


Because God’s Word and Sacraments are very sure, they create an everlasting Holy House of God.   God’s Word and Sacraments create an everlasting House of God because they sanctify sinners by forgiving sins.  The sanctification of men through the forgiveness of sins gives to men life everlasting.  The sanctification of men gives life everlasting because God’s Holiness (Sanctification in Christ) never ends but goes on forever.


Because God dwells with men through the Forgiveness of His Word and Sacraments, God’s House is simply the Church, the whole number of all believers
, who are His Holy Christian Church – as we confess in the Creed, “I believe in the Holy Christians Church”.
  


God’s Testimonies are very sure because they are the Power of God unto Salvation that creates a Holy Church, God’s House
, that goes on forever.

I.  God’s Word and Sacraments are Very Sure because they are the Power of God unto Salvation.

A.  God’s Testimonies in the Old and New Testaments are His Word and Sacraments.

But what exactly is God’s Testimony?  God’s Testimony is His own witness to us.  Testimony means to witness or tell someone what exactly one has seen or knows first-hand.
  In this case, it’s God’s Own Witness to us about His Attitude toward fallen men and their Salvation.  God Witnesses to us, i.e., He Himself telling us, through His Own Word, is that He is favorably disposed toward all sinners, i.e., all men, for Christ’s Sake.


While the psalmist writes in Psalm 93 of Holy Baptism, the Word, and the Holy Communion, because He is writing of the New Testament Church and Times, God’s Testimonies of the Old Testaments also reveal to us that His Testimonies are powerful.  The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper writes of the Sacraments of the Old Testament:

Also circumcision and the Passover were, ever since their institution, means of grace for the period of the Old Testament. ... On this account Luther says:  “It is not true that the Sacraments of the New Testament differ from the Sacraments of the Old Testament as to their signification” [namely, as God-appointed signs of the grace of God] .... “Both our and the father’s signs or Sacraments have a word of promise attached which calls for faith and can be fulfilled by no other work.  Therefore they are signs or Sacraments of justification.” ... Both through the Word about the coming Messiah and through circumcision and the Passover, the Sacraments of the Old Testament, the remission of sins was given and, by the believers, appropriated.


Because of fallen human nature’s weaknesses, men tend to put little stock in circumcision, because it only delivers from sin, death, hell, and the power of the devil.

Passover, however, provides a spectacular.  Passover pried loose the iron grip of the Egyptian Empire.  In Passover, we see the Power of God unto Salvation against a world power.  Moses writes:


Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel, and said unto them, Draw out and take you a lamb according to your families, and kill the passover.  And ye shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in the blood that is in the bason, and strike the lintel and the two side posts with the blood that is in the bason; and none of you shall go out at the door of his house until the morning. For the LORD will pass through to smite the Egyptians; and when he seeth the blood upon the lintel, and on the two side posts, the LORD will pass over the door, and will not suffer the destroyer to come in unto your houses to smite you.


The Rev. Dr. George Stoeckhardt writes:


Overpowered by the mighty hand of God the Egyptians now forced the Israelites out of the land, after they had endured slavery for 430 years in this foreign land.  Israel had grown to a great nation, numbering 600,000 men alone.  ...  This mighty act of God, the deliverance from Egypt, was praised by future generations, and holy men glorified it through songs and psalms.  Greater and more glorious, however, is the work of redemption, which began the time of the New Testament, when God rescued His people from the rule of darkness, from the power of the devil, from sin, and death.  This is an eternal redemption, and the praise of this mighty act of God will sound forth in alle eternity.


The Lord who broke the power of the Egyptian Empire passed over all the houses of Israel marked with the Sacrament of the Passover
 without touching them.  Thus we see in dramatic fashion the Power of God’s Sacraments and Testimonies to spare men the wrath of God and save.  The Rev. Dr. George Stoeckhardt writes:


It was the Angel of the Lord [Christ
] who led them with a pillar of cloud, and a pillar of fire, showing them the way, and protecting them against dangers.  The Lord also is present now with His Church through the Word and sacraments and leads them on the right path, and shields them against all their enemies.


God testified and witnessed to the children of Israel that He would deliver them from Egyptian bondage.  God’s Testimony was very sure because He did just that.  God delivered them from the iron-fisted grip of the Egyptian Empire.


Likewise, God testifies and witnesses to us in His Word and Sacraments that He delivers from the iron-fisted grip of sin.  Jesus says the Word and Sacraments are His Own Testimony of His Gracious and Merciful disposition towards sinful men in order to save:

For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.


A testament is a man’s last will and testament telling us how his estate is to be used.  The Gospel is the Last Will and Testament of the Son of God.  Here God Himself is telling us His attitude toward fallen, sinful men.  His Last Will and Testament is Mercy and Forgiveness Purchased by the Suffering and Death of the Son of God and the transmission, thereof, in Absolution sealed with His Precious Blood.  


God’s Word and Sacraments are God’s own Testimony to us.  God Himself is speaking to us.  This Testimony of God revealing to us His Gracious Disposition toward us for Christ’s Sake inspires in the hearts of men saving faith.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

The Lutheran Church confesses that God’s Word and Sacraments are His Testimonies to us of His Gracious Disposition toward sinners for Christ’s Sake that inspires and strengthens faith in the hearts of men:

Of the Use of the Sacraments they teach that the Sacraments were ordained, not only to be marks of profession among men, but rather to be signs and testimonies of the will of God toward us, instituted to awaken and confirm faith those who use them.
 

B.  God’s Testimonies are the Power of God unto Salvation because the convey to men the Blessings of the Passion of Christ.


As we’ve just noted, God’s Testimonies include the Last Will and Testament of the Son of God.  A last will and testament is purchased at a great price, namely, a man’s life.  The Apostle St. Paul writes of the last will and testament of a man:

For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator.  For a testament is of force after men are dead:  otherwise it is of no strength at all while the testator liveth.

Luther writes of the Last Will and Testament of the Son of God:

You see, therefore, that what we call the mass
 is a promise of the forgiveness of sins made to us by God, and such a promise as has been confirmed by the death of the Son of God.  For the only differences between a promise and a testament is that the testament involves the death of the one who makes it.  A testator is a promiser who is about to die, while a promiser (if I may put it thus) is a testator who is not about to die.  This testament of Christ is foreshadowed in all the promises of God from the beginning of the world; indeed, whatever value those ancient promises possessed was altogether derived from this new promise that was to come in Christ.  Hence the words “compact,” “covenant,” and “testament of the Lord” occur so frequently in the Scriptures.
  These words signified that God would one day die.  “For where there is a testament, the death of the testator must of necessity occur” (Heb. 9[:16]).  Now God made a testament, therefore, it was necessary that he should die.  But God could not die unless he became man.
  Thus the incarnation and the death of Christ are both comprehended most concisely in this one word, “testament.”
 


God’s Testament and, therefore, Testimony to us came at a Great Price:  The Death of the Son of God.  Thus we see that the Sacraments are the Power of God unto Salvation because they convey to us God’s Salvation in the Passion of Christ.

II. God’s Testimonies Create God’s Eternal, Holy House, the Holy Christian Church.


A.  God’s Testimonies Create His Holy House, the Holy Christian Church.


Because God’s Testimonies create Saving Faith in the heart in men, God dwells with men.  The Apostle St. Matthew writes:

For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.

 The Apostle St. John writes:

Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words:  and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.

The Evangelist St. Luke writes:

And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God should come, he answered them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with observation:  Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold the kingdom of God is within you.

The Apostle St. Paul writes that God’s House is Built upon His Testimonies because it is Built upon the Foundation of the Apostles and the Prophets (the Word
), Jesus being the Chief Cornerstone (Whom the Word reveals
):

Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigner, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord:  In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.

Luther writes on God’s House:

I think everyone knows that “God’s house” means where He dwells, and that He dwells where His Word is, be it in the field, in church, or on the sea. On the other hand, where His Word is absent, He is absent, nor is His house there; but there the devil dwells, though it be a church of gold blessed by all the bishops. But where God’s house is, there is pure blessing, grace, and life, as the psalmist says: “We bless you from the house of the Lord.” You are blessed, because you are in the Lord’s house. God says (Ex. 20:24): “In every place where I cause My name (that is, My Word) to be remembered, I will come to you and bless you.” In this passage this verse in the psalm had its origin. Wherever God sends out His Word, by which His name and work and not our name and work are praised, there He also comes with pure grace and every blessing, as Moses declares. But wherever the devil sends out his word and it is accepted, he follows with his curse and eternal destruction. The world, however, does not believe this and considers and praises the devil as God, his curse as a blessing, and his lies as truth.


God’s Testimonies create God’s House a Holy House because, obviously, God does not dwell with the unholy.  The Apostle St. Peter states how God comes to dwell with sinful men through His Testimonies which Sanctify sinful men by Absolution and Faith.  The Evangelist St. Luke writes:

Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.


Notice that God’s Testimony, in this case Holy Baptism, remits sins and, therefore, sanctifies men by the Holy Spirit.  Because God the Holy Spirit – not somebody else but God Himself –  sanctifies through Absolution and faith, God obviously dwells with men through His Testimonies.


God’s Holy House is the entire number of believers because God sanctifies them by the Gospel through faith and, thereby, dwells with them in their hearts.  The Lutheran Church confesses that God’s Church consists of believers:

... the Church properly is the congregation of saints and true believers ... .

B.  God’s Testimonies create an everlasting Church.

Because God’s Testimonies create a Holy House for God, God’s House goes on forever.  Sin is the great terminator of life and all things.  God, however, builds His Holy House through the Absolution of all sins for Christ’s Sake.  God’s House, therefore, goes on forever because His Holiness goes on forever.  That means we go on forever through Absolution of all sin for Christ’s Sake because God’s Holiness, which would now possess through the Gospel, goes on forever.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

For the wages of sin is death:  but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

David writes in Psalm 23 of the everlasting nature of God’s House emerging from God’s Mercy, namely, His Testimonies:

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.


The psalmist writes in Psalm 93 that God’s House goes on forever because God’s House is Sanctified, made Holy, by God’s Testimonies, and Holiness never ends:

Thy testimonies are very sure:  holiness becometh Thine house, O LORD, forever.
 

Conclusion.


God’s Testimonies are His Word and Sacraments.  God’s Word and Sacraments are His Testimonies because therein He Himself tells us His Gracious and Forgiving Attitude toward sinners.


God’s telling us His Gracious Feelings for Christ’s Sake toward sinful men makes God’s Testimonies very sure because God’s Word and Sacraments are the Power of God unto Salvation.


God’s Testimonies create an everlasting House for God because God’s Testimonies Sanctify sinners through Absolution faith.  Because Holiness never ends, we who are Sanctified by God’s Testimonies never end but abide with God in His House forever. 
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